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Government, which despatched secretly from
Bombay, early in October 1914 a brigade of
British and Indian troops, with orders to
occupy Abadan Island and the port of Basra.
Soon afterwards the expeditionary force was
increased to 15,000, and Basra was accupied
at very small cost. The next objective of
this force was Kurna, 50 miles north of Basra,
and this town surrendered early in December.
The concentration of the Turks led to a second
division of the troops being sent, and the whole
command was placed in the hands of General
Sir John Nixon, medical equipment and river
transport proved very deficient, and the Com-
mission considered that " they do not appear
to have had sufficient recognition by the Indian
Government."
The subsequent story of misunderstandings
and insufficient grasp of the situation is easily
told* Sir John Nixon prepared himself to
advance on Baghdad after securing the
-safety of the oil-fields. General Townshend
advanced to Kut-el-Amara, and that town
was captured by him towards the end of
September. The situation now was most